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Our Diocesan Bishop, the Right Reverend John 
Harvey Taylor will be here for a pastoral visit. So, what is 
a Pastoral Visit by the Bishop? It is when Bishop John 
will be confirming, receiving, and reaffirming 
congregants. He will also preach and tell us his vision of 
where the Diocese is going. And finally, he will be joining 
us in the Great Hall for fellowship. Perhaps the most 
important part of the visit is confirmation. So, what is 
confirmation? 

Our Book of Common Prayer defines Confirmation 
this way in the Catechism: 

Confirmation is the rite in which we express a 
mature commitment to Christ, and receive strength 
from the Holy Spirit through prayer and the laying 
on of hands by a bishop.  
 (BCP p. 860) 

While this is technically true, it is a very droll 
definition of a sacrament that has deep roots in the very 
faith we practice. To understand this better, we must first 
dive into the sacrament of baptism. Let’s hit the BCP and 
see how it is defined: 

Holy Baptism is the sacrament by which God 
adopts us as his children and makes us members of 
Christ’s Body, the Church, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of God.  (BCP p. 858) 

First let’s look at the last part of this definition: 
‘inheritors of the kingdom of God.’ In the last two 
editions of the Messenger, I have been trying to describe 
the kingdom of God, aka, the kingdom of heaven. Most 
people, when asked, will say that the kingdom of God is 
an afterlife thing. The only way to get there is through 
death. In part that’s true. Remember though, that there 
was one person who died so that we might get there: 
Jesus.  

 

 

Paul writes: 

Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore, we have been buried with him 
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.  
 (Rom 6:3-4, NRSV)  

The death we experience in baptism is Christ’s death. 
While we are dead to the world, we are still alive in the 
world. Still then, how do we inherit that kingdom? Jesus 
taught us that when we do certain things and when we act 
a certain way, the kingdom of heaven has come near. We 
become the recipients of the kingdom while we are doing 
the work of Jesus.  

That’s all well and good though, but what about 
confirmation? As our BCP points out, it is a mature 
commitment to Christ. The natural response to the 
commitment is to do kingdom work. Kingdom work 
means being in relationship with one another. Living in 
love as Christ (loved) loves us. Kingdom life and 
kingdom work is not an easy thing to do. There are many 
people in this world we would rather not love, or even 
acknowledge. 

Jesus didn’t leave us without help. As the evangelist 
John writes: 

[Jesus said,] “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever… the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything, and remind you of all that I have said 
to you.”  (John 14:16, 26, NRSV) 
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We are not alone. God has provided all that is 
necessary. Now, getting back to the confirmation part. 
The BCP states in confirmation we, “receive strength 
from the Holy Spirit.” Prayer and the laying on of hands 
by a bishop are the means through which this happens. 
Terrific! We have been given the Spirit! No, we have not. 
We already have the Spirit. Jesus did this long ago (see 
the quote above). What we receive is a strengthening of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Great then, prayer we understand, but why a bishop? 
For the answer to that question we must go back to the 
Creeds. In the Nicene Creed, there is a section that starts, 
“We believe in the Holy Spirit” Another few lines below 
that we state: “We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.” The key to why a bishop is in the two 
words catholic and apostolic. When we say catholic, we 
do not mean the Roman Catholic Church, we mean the 
Church universal. The Church as Christ envisioned it. 
Well, Christ never talks about a church, what we get from 
his are the kingdom images. 

The second key is the word apostolic, meaning of the 
Apostles. Jesus picked the apostles and taught them all 
that they needed to live a kingdom life. The Acts of the 
Apostles shows us how the Apostles started living out that 
life and bringing it to others. We first read about churches 
in Acts, not as a physical building, but as a gathering of 
the followers of Jesus—followers of the Way. The section 

about the Holy Spirit in the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds 
are as much about how we live as it is about what we 
believe. Reciting the attributes of the Holy Spirit reminds 
us how the Holy Spirit works with us. 

The question of why a bishop can now be answered. 
There is a tradition in the church that started with the 
Apostles. This tradition is called ‘Apostolic Succession.’ 
This means that each consecrated bishop in the liturgical 
denominations can trace their lineage back to the 
Apostles. Each bishop, when consecrated, are consecrated 
by three bishops as the minimum. Each of those were 
consecrated by three others and so on going back through 
time to the Apostle Peter and Christ. Apostolic succession 
is, therefore, the succession of the passing of the Holy 
Spirit from Jesus through the Apostles and to our bishops 
of today. We keep records that show this succession. 

Now imagine yourself kneeling in front of the bishop. 
She is placing her hands on your head. She, who has had 
the hands of bishops before her and those who have had 
the hands of bishops before them all the way back to 
Jesus’s time. All of that focused onto one act in the 
present, the strengthening of the Holy Spirit within you. 
That is a lot of history holding you up. Strengthening you 
for the work of the Spirit, the work of God… The work 
Jesus commissioned us to do. 
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Vestry Happenings  

 

After Zoom meetings during the height of the pandemic, the Vestry resumed in person meetings in July.  We also 

met for a one day retreat on Saturday Aug 8 in the Great Hall.   

Our Vestry member responsible for Buildings and Grounds, Paul Simpson, has had a busy summer. Along with 

Jerry Miller, Paul rebuilt the arbor, which is dedicated to former Vestry member and Sexton, Dick Lawry. He also 

revealed the bell in the belfry atop the Great Hall. Be sure to glance up and admire the bell, which has been hidden 

for decades!  

Handicapped door remote openers are now operational at the Font door into the church and the Great Hall door 

off the breezeway.  

Upstairs, the wooden floor in the Choir Room is now refinished and the ceiling has been repaired. New carpet 

has been installed in the vesting rooms, hallway, and one of the choir libraries.  
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Flowers, Please! 

Our calendar has  many open dates for High Altar flowers. 

If you wish to dedicate flowers in memory of a loved one 

or to commemorate a special occasion, please contact Nan-

cy Gould-Plank at (909) 793-5574. The cost for two ar-

rangements is $75. 

YouthHope 

YouthHope has a continuing need for non –perishable 

food items. Please bring your donations to the office 

on Monday, Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00 a.m. 

to noon. $5 gift cards are also appreciated.  

On July 25 we had a service of thank you for those who 
had helped keep Trinity going through the pandemic. Fr. Paul 
and the Vestry thanked the following people for the work they 
did volunteering their time, talent, and treasure to the mission 
of the church and the glory of God. Each of the people we 
thanked appear below in bold letters. 

Starting at the beginning of the pandemic, Bishop Taylor 
challenged the churches of the Diocese to carry on worship 
and the work of the church throughout the pandemic. The 
challenge was that if we were to start an online worship pres-
ence, we would have to continue that even after we are able to 
come back to the church and worship in person.  

Our first online worship was made possible because of 
Thomas Melton. He gave of himself to get Trinity online and 
to provide us with the skills to have service live streamed 
through YouTube.  

Cheryl Desloge worked hard to learn how to access her 
computer and the phone system from her house. Because of 
her we were able to keep the office opened to correspondence.  

Cheryl Price was my first camera person. She was our 
reader for several Sundays. She also graciously let Fr. Paul 
spend their money to purchase hardware needed to live stream 
our services. 

Nancy Doss and Wendy Weniger were able to set up our 
banking and accounting so that we could pay bills online and 
keep the electricity flowing. 

Kathy Eskander kept our outreach going bringing bagged 
lunches to YouthHope. 

Michael Deen provided support for the services we were 
able to do inside the sanctuary. He was Altar Guild, Acolyte, 
and keeper of the Watch. 

Cari Anderson set up a phone tree for us to keep in touch 
with the people of the parish. 

Linda & Jeff Apmadoc and Jean & Doug Macomber 
were our first online readers. They recorded their parts so that 
the readings and prayers could be read by other voices. 

Jeff Rickard and Margaret Winter provided our first 
music online. Jeff sent recordings they made for us to use as 
opening as closing voluntaries. 

Andrew & Lindsey Christopherson, Larry & Donna 
Pranausk, Melanie & Maryhelen Campa-Hansen, Marc & 
Wendy Weniger, Hopi & Mike Hayes, & Rodney and 
Daughter Rodlyn Hume-Dawson all braved the pandemic 
and came to the church to be readers. 

Steve Austin and the Camp Committee kept camp going 
virtually during the pandemic. 

Ana Gonzales joined us for Camp Sunday online. 

Diane Jennings a paid soloist, became our soloist during 
the pandemic giving of us music without asking to be paid. 

Matthew Kirkconnell assisted in setting up Mass on the 
Grass when we were only able to have service outside. He also 
helped as an acolyte during that time. 

Elena Marsh continued the ministry of the Altar and 
Flower Guild bringing flower arrangements to our shut ins.  

Liz Zeller wrote special arrangements for a quartet of 
handbells for worship. She and Cheryl Desloge wrote cards to 
our shut ins, birthday people and get well cards to those who 
were sick. 

Paul Simpson and Jerry Miller gave of their time, talent 
and treasure as they made sure the building was maintained 
and that those things that needed fixing, were fixed. They also 
helped in getting cameras and wiring run so that we can con-
tinue to live stream our service. 

All these folk gave of themselves. They graciously gave of 
their time, talent and treasure. 

Thank you!! 

 

A Pandemic Thank You 
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Trinity’s Mission Statement 

“To bear witness of God’s reconciling love, to proclaim by word and example 

the Good News of God in Christ, and to seek and serve Christ in all persons.” 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
Weekly Schedule:  

Sunday 

 9:00 am Choral Eucharist 

Monday 

 6:00 pm Centering Prayer 
in the Church 

Wednesday 

 11:00 am Healing Service 
with Eucharist 
in the Church 

 4:00 pm Bible Study 
on Zoom 

Friday 

  Sabbath at Trinity 
we are Closed 

Monday—Saturday 

 8:30 am Morning Prayer 
on Zoom 

 5:00 pm Evening Prayer 
on Zoom 

Events At Trinity   

AUGUST 

Aug 12 6:00pm  Boy Scouts Roundhouse, Lounge-Rm12 

Aug.15 9:00am Sunday School, Lounge 

Aug 16  No Vestry Meeting 

Aug 17 6:00pm Boy Scouts 

Aug 24 6:00pm Boy Scouts 

Aug 25 9:30am Bereavement Group, Lounge 

Aug 31   6:00pm Boy Scouts 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

Beginning September 12, church services will be at 8:00 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m. Beginning August 6, Morning Prayer will meet each 
Monday at 8:30 a.m. in the Library. 

 

Sep 1    9:00am      YouthHope 

Sep 5 9:00am Sunday School, Lounge 

Sep 7 6:00pm Boy Scouts 

Sep 8 9:30am Bereavement Group, Lounge 

Sep 12  Services 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 


