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Trinity Parish had our Annual Meeting on 

Sunday, January 27. After a quorum was 

verified and a clerk was appointed, Senior 

Warden Nancy Doss presented outgoing Vestry 

members Henry Simms and Matt Marnell with a 

gift to recognize their hard work and dedication. 

New Vestry members, Francoise Van Horn, and 

continuing member Nancy (who was originally 

appointed to fill a vacancy), were accepted by 

acclamation. A final member of the Vestry will 

be appointed at the Vestry Retreat. We elected 

the following people to be our Diocesan 

Convention delegates: Pam Schroeder, Neil 

Hartschuh, Liz Schroeder, and Chris Gates. Our 

alternate delegates are Doug Macomber, Hopi 

Hayes, and John Dunbar. 

Wendy Weniger, 

our Treasurer, 

presented the 

financial report 

for the past year 

and our 2019 

budget. This 

budget reflected a 

number of 

austerity 

measures and 

examples of 

items that must 

be deferred due 

to lack of funds. 

Wendy asked our 

congregation to 

prayerfully 

consider 

pledging, if 

members have not already done so. Several 

other potential revenue sources were also 

examined, and Marc Weniger volunteered to 

lead a New Revenue Committee to investigate 

how additional funds might be generated.  

Our parish is blessed by each and every 

member in it. As our choirs sang during the 

combination service, “all are welcome in this 

place.” While all of us consider the things we 

can do to continue in the ministry of our church, 

remember that ideas and concerns are always 

welcome. 

Trinity Parish 2019 Annual Meeting 

“All Are Welcome in this Place” By Maurine Deen 
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Epiphany Musings 
Who is Jesus? 
 by the Rev. Paul A. Price 

T his year, Epiphany is especially long. When I look 

back through sermon notes over my years of 

preaching, I see that the last time we had a fifth Sunday after 

the Epiphany was in 2010. That’s a long time. It’s been a while 

since we heard from Luke’s story of the call to the Apostles. 

This year you’ll be hearing about that from Pastor Kim, the 

pastor at First Lutheran Church here in Redlands. The local 

area pastors of the “First’s”, Trinity Episcopal, and Redlands 

UCC are doing a pulpit swap. I’ll be at the UCC church. 

So, Epiphany… We talk about Epiphany in terms of the 

revelation of God made manifest in humanity. The three stories 

of the Epiphany start with the Wise Men making their way by 

star to see Jesus. Then there is Jesus’s first miracle turning 

water into wine. Finally, there is the baptism of Jesus. There 

are other stories in the Bible that also reveal Jesus as the 

Messiah. Actually, we could look at them all as the revelation 

to humanity of the Messiah, the Christ, but I want to explore 

the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’ 

The Wise Men knew him to be the next king of the Jews. 

While our scriptures, the New Testament, do not pan this out, it 

is something to think about. Consider the qualifications of a 

king: A king is to rule our actions—we are not to worry about 

the decisions of how we are supposed to act. We act as the king 

commands. A king protects us. A king is to be honored. 

Certainly, Jesus was all these things. 

John would have us understand Jesus in terms of the 

divine. Who else could shape and control matter such that 

water could be turned to wine? John gives us seven such signs 

of Jesus’s divinity. If we read and believe John’s words, we 

would be certain of the divinity of Jesus. 

There is, perhaps, no greater authority on who Jesus is than 

his Father. God reveals that Jesus is his son in no uncertain 

terms, “You are my son, the beloved. With you I am well 

pleased.” This as the Spirit descends upon Jesus. God has 

ordained him and recognized his sonship. 

N ow we have three ways we see Jesus: as King, as 

divine, and as the Son of God. The stories could have 

stopped right there, but we are a stubborn lot. We needed to 

have more. We also have short term memories and so there had 

to be another way to continue the story after Jesus was gone. 

The last two Sundays spoke about how Jesus was to bring 

change to the world. After he had been driven, by the Spirit, to 

the desert, Jesus was also brought back to civilization by that 

same Spirit. Luke tells of Jesus’s first ministry to the world as 

being in his home town. The place is as important as the 

message. The hometown folk felt that since Jesus was theirs—

raised there—they could claim him 

exclusively. That didn’t work out so well. 

Jesus could not perform the same acts of 

power there that he had in other places. Whether this was 

because of their claim or their unbelief is not entirely clear, but 

the result was the same. 

This Sunday, Epiphany 5, we encounter Jesus teaching to 

the crowd from a boat. After teaching, he asks Peter to put the 

boat out and fish. Of course, Peter would argue with him, 

“Been there, done that… there’s no more fish around,” he says. 

But at Jesus’s insistence, he does what he is told. Miraculously, 

the fishermen catch more fish than they could possibly 

imagine. At this, Peter falls down on his knees and begs Jesus 

to leave, he is not worthy of Jesus’s presence. 

Jesus takes this moment to call Peter and the others to 

become more that fishermen—to become ‘fishers of men.’ 

Peter knew something about Jesus at that time. He had been in 

the boat with him while he was teaching the crowd. He had 

been the one to act on Jesus’s command with the fish. Peter 

knew that whatever Jesus told him was true and whatever he 

was commanded to do would turn out amazing.  

There is something interesting to note here in this Gospel 

according to Luke. Luke refers to Peter not as Peter. It is later 

in the Gospel according to Matthew that Jesus gives Peter his 

name. Simon is his name as we read in the Gospels. In 

Matthew, it is when Jesus proclaims that Simon will be the 

rock—Peter, or in Greek Petros—upon which he will build his 

church. In Luke, Simon is referred to as Simon Peter just this 

once, after Simon falls to his knees in amazement. Simon has 

just become the rock that Jesus needs to build an everlasting 

chain of people who will continue to tell the story of Jesus in 

this world. 

K nowing who Jesus is to us is as important as the story. 

Peter found his Lord and King when Jesus called him 

to be an Apostle. Peter could easily continue to tell the story 

after Jesus’s death. In fact, we have a whole book about that 

written, as we believe by the same author as Luke, that book is 

the Acts of the Apostles. The story doesn’t stop with the 

Apostles, it continues. 

It becomes our job as followers of the Way of Jesus to 

continue to tell the story. Jesus showed Peter and the others 

how to do that through serving one another and through 

teaching. Peter was able to do this because he knew Jesus 

personally in a way that we cannot. Jesus was there when Peter 

stepped out onto the water. Jesus was there when Peter chided 

Continues on page 9 
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“On Becoming a Great Neighbor: 
Using Privilege for God's Glory” 

 by the Rev. Liz McQuitty 

M any of you might recognize the title of this article 

as the same title of the Adult Christian Education 

forums we started on February 3rd, and which will continue on 

Sundays between services in the lounge until April 14th (not so 

shameless plug – please join us!). We created this series of 

forums as a way to dig deeper into our theme for stewardship 

this year in exploring how the conversation about privilege 

interacts with Jesus’ two-fold commandment to love God and 

love neighbor.  

In her new book, Shameless: A Sexual Reformation, Nadia 

Bolz-Weber gives an illustration that powerfully represents 

one of the main reasons we’ve embarked on this journey.  

At  the beginning of the book, Nadia tells a story 

about how she was once flying over the farming 

fields of Colorado on her way to her next speaking 

engagement. As she gazed down at the fields below her, she 

noticed that the patterns of crops seemed to be planted in 

circular shapes, which puzzled her because the fields they were 

planted in were square-shaped. Being a city girl who knows 

virtually nothing about farming, she couldn’t come up with a 

reason for why farmers would do this.  

So, she looked it up. She soon discovered that the reason 

for this puzzling scenario goes back to an invention from 1940 

by a farmer named Frank Zybach. Zybach invented the center 

pivot irrigation system, which effectively revolutionized 

farming in America. The center pivot irrigation system is 

exactly what it sounds like. It is a form of overhead sprinkler 

that operates from a central pivot point, and rotates around in a 

circular pattern, spraying crops within its reach with water. In 

merging her research with what she observed from the plane 

that day, Nadia observes in her book that it isn’t that crops are 

planted in circular patterns, they’re just watered that way. The 

water simply never gets to the crops in the corners. 

Nadia goes on to say, “God planted so many of us in the 

corners, yet the center pivot irrigation of the church’s teachings 

about sex and sexuality tends to exclude us. Many of us were 

taught that if you do not fit inside the circle of the church’s 

behavioral codes, God is not pleased with you. So, we whittled 

ourselves down to a shape that can fit those teachings, or we 

denied those parts of ourselves entirely…”  

I  would extend Nadia’s metaphor to the corners of the 

circles that irrigate people not just on their sexual 

identity, but also on their race, socio-economic status, and so 

much more. The people in the center of the irrigation supply 

are often the ones for whom the church has said, “these are the 

people who fit in to God’s plan for what a blessed, well-lived 

life looks like.” And often, those people 

look like white, educated, middle-class, able

-bodied, heterosexual, cis-gendered, 

youthful people. 

The obvious problem with such categories is that virtually 

no one inhabits all of them at once, and even the ones who do 

won’t inhabit them forever. The further problem with such 

categories is that God never created such distinctions in order 

to command that we honor only people who fit into them. 

Credit for that job goes only to the sin of humanity which 

seeks to make some worthy at the expense of others. 

Meanwhile, everyone else has been either subliminally or 

outright overtly taught by the church to separate the parts of 

ourselves that reside in the corners, and present to God and our 

communities only the parts that can be found within the center 

point irrigation of the church. 

But to separate those parts of ourselves that haven’t 

historically or traditionally or even doctrinally been recognized 

and handled with care by the church is to bifurcate ourselves 

into fragmented pieces. It denies us of the wholeness that 

Christ came to deliver to all who would accept it. When we 

present only the fragment(s) the church has deemed acceptable 

to God and others, we inevitably live lives characterized by 

spiritual, emotional, psychological, and relational 

malnourishment.  

I  am deeply convicted that God’s design for the church 

is not to fracture people’s lives into pieces so that they 

can find and live in to only the “presentable” bits of 

themselves, thus effectively denying and enshrouding the rest 

of who they are in shame. Rather, God’s heart for humanity, as 

evidenced by the life and teachings of Jesus, is that the Church 

be the vessel of God’s grace through which people can be 

healed and moved towards wholeness. It is wholeness, not 

fragmentation, that is the goal.  

So, we will gather on Sunday mornings between services 

until April 14th in the Trinity Lounge to name those corners of 

the fields that the church has not watered - that it has at worst 

oppressed, shamed, abused, and rejected and at best left 

unseen, unnourished, unloved – with the conviction that the 

people in the corners are our neighbors too, and we need to do 

all we can to use our privilege to love and serve them, working 

so that all people might flourish and be whole in the name of 

Christ. 

We hope you will join us on this journey, that we might as 

a community be transformed into more loving, compassionate 

neighbors to all people in Christ’s name!  
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The Bulletin Board 

Women’s Cold Weather Shelter 

After the homeless center at Set Free was 
closed, the Center for Spiritual Living 
Redlands offered their facilities. Their 
facilities were too small to accommodate 
all of the homeless, so it was decided to 
open it to women, since they are the most 
vulnerable. About 8-10 women are there 
each night. The shelter will be open, God 
willing, until the end of March. A simple 
dinner is provided each night for the ladies 
as well as something to eat in the morning. 

The Center could use supplies of paper 
products: toilet paper, trash can bags, 
plates, utensils, cups, etc. They also could 
use coffee, muffins, fruit and snacks to 
give the ladies for breakfast and to take 
with them for the day. Any contributions 
can be marked with "Homeless Shelter" 
and brought to the Trinity office. Cheryl 
will put them in the library where someone 
will pick them up and deliver them to the 
Center for Spiritual Living. The center also 
needs people, both male and female, to 
monitor the ladies. There are two shifts. 
Contact Cheryl diPretoro, (909) 792-8544 
to coordinate taking a shift or sign up on 
the clipboard in the Great Hall. 

Pilgrimage to England 
The Pilgrimage is on! 

There are still openings available. Go to  
https://www.ellero.com/england2019. 

You will find the itinerary, pictures, and 
details for the trip. To reserve your space 
please go to: https://www.gate1travel.com/
customgroups/GB1590692 

We have room for up to 28 attendees. We 
truly hope that you will join us in England. 
It promises to be a fun & memorable trip! 

Trinity Family Camping Trip 

Room for 10 families, there are currently 4 
spots left! Cost: $60 per car (family) 
Details: Tent only camping only, unless 
someone wants to reserve a spot in the park 
for their trailer/RV Dates: Check in 2pm on 
Friday 5/31/19;Check-out Noon Sunday 
6/2/19. Contact Andrew Christopherson. 

Sr. Warden’s Corner By Nancy Doss 

C an you believe it? February 

is already upon us! This past weekend, 

your Vestry met at the home of Wendy 

and Mark Weniger for our annual 

retreat. We decided that it would be 

irresponsible for us to go away and 

spend money, so we stayed local and 

the only cost to Trinity was some paper 

and copying. The Weniger home is 

ideal for such a gathering. 

We began with a prayer and then 

each of us introduced ourselves, not 

just our names, but where we came 

from, what brought us to the Episcopal 

Church, and, importantly, what brought 

us to Trinity. Many of the stories were 

so amazing and inspirational. As people 

were talking I thought to myself, some 

of these stories should be shared.  

We held our monthly Vestry 

meeting sans the financials as it is/was 

too early in the month for the January 

books to be closed. We approved the 

minutes from the January meeting, 

elected John Akridge to fill the open 

spot on the 

Vestry, and by 

acclamation re-

elected Rodney 

Hume-Dawson as 

Junior Warden, Wendy Weniger as 

Treasurer, and Hopi Hayes as clerk. 

We reviewed this past year: what 

we did well, how we need to improve, 

and where we want to go in 2019. On 

February 24 (Visionary Sunday) in lieu 

of the sermon at both services, we will 

share that vision.  We volunteered for 

ministry assignments, discussed how 

we can have more accessibility in and 

around our campus, and ideas about 

fund raising.  In between, we prayed, 

had wonderful food prepared by the 

chefs of the vestry, and a bit of wine 

with dinner. (After all, we are 

Episcopalians.) 

I  am going to close this 

month’s missive by saying that you all 

need to watch the doors that face 

Fourth Street. Brightness is coming!  
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Editor’s Note: This sermon was given by Rodney January 20th. 

Some the sermon has been edited for space. 

P ermit me to start with a short anecdote. I remember 

reading about a young boy who was in route to church 

to make his first confession, this nervous seven-year-old boy 

asked his grandmother what he could expect. 

The grandmother replied, “Confession is where you tell all 

the bad things you’ve done to the priest,” He looked relieved. 

And shouted, “Good. I haven't done anything bad to the priest.” 

I have often wondered about this story and its relation to 

the way we approach issues of justice, race, bias, stigma and 

stereotype in the United States. We sometimes confuse 

niceness to pragmatism. We assume that if we have not done 

anything bad to our neighbors, we are automatically pro-the 

other. We assume that if we have friends on the opposite 

spectrum, then we must be in a non-biased society. We 

presume that if we are nice to the other or the stranger or that 

person in another racial group, then we are devoid of all of the 

racial tensions that we struggle with in our beloved country. In 

fact, it was only a few years ago, that some people claimed that 

we were now a post-racial society. This is far from the reality 

that minorities continue to experience in the United States of 

America. Niceness without pragmatism and action will never 

stop the systemic and entrenched issues in our politics and 

social ills that continue to affect children at the border, 

immigrants and minorities.  

To be fair, we come to a church that is at the fore front of 

these incessant problems. As an Episcopalian, I am proud that I 

find myself in a church and community of believers that are 

inclusive and believe that all are welcome in God’s house. We 

are a church that makes a great difference in the lives of 

minorities, people with a different sexual orientation, and 

women. We are definitely ahead of others. I can say that I am a 

beneficiary of that great heartedness in the sense that I am able 

to preach from this pulpit. Nevertheless, are we doing enough 

individually? Can the Episcopal church do it alone? Are we 

always willing to stand up to be the rebel like Jesus or the 

Episcopal church?  

Dr . Peggy Macintosh, in her TED Talk on privilege 

noted that through her pursuit to integrate women’s 

studies in to other curriculums like History, Sociology, 

Philosophy, and Psychology, she invited men from notable 

academic institutions to her seminars at Wellesley College to 

discuss this pivotal change. She found out that even though 

those men were courageous and nice men, she often noticed 

their unwillingness to perceive themselves as privileged, even 

though they were willing to accept that women are 

disadvantaged. She added that most of the men who were 

present at those seminars refused integrating women’s studies 

into the other curriculums at that time, noting that those studies 

were too soft for challenging courses like Philosophy, 

Mathematics, and History. She remarked that understanding the 

dynamics of privilege, stigma, racial tensions and hegemony 

were deeper than our day to day interaction or our ability to 

be nice to one another. She added that men may say they will 

work on women's statues, in the society, the university, or 

even in the curriculum, but when asked to lessen men's, they 

often struggle with that. Sometimes, these struggles lead to 

taboos and denials that men do gain advantages from 

women’s disadvantages. Sadly, these struggles and denials 

keep the status quo alive and well. It protects the privileges 

that men have from being fully acknowledged, lessened or 

ended. I dare say that this is the same problems that we have 

with race and stereotype.  

The issue of race is always a challenging topic to discuss or 

preach about. I as a scholar in disability studies and social 

justice issues often have to deal with these very difficult 

topics that some segments of our society still fail to 

acknowledge as important for our growth as a nation. I 

sometimes find it very unfortunate that we find it necessary to 

talk about superficial issues, but wander away from the 

spiritual or more profound problems our society faces. Some 

of us who choose to address these problems are often 

misconstrued or perceived as the problem. People fail to see 

that issues of race or stigma or disability are deeply more than 

A Sermon given on the Sunday before the celebration of the life and work of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  By Rodney Hume-Dawson, Ph.D.  

Continues on page 8 

Dear Church Family, 

This past Sunday, February 03, 2019, we started a series on 

Becoming a Great Neighbor. We called on God to help guide us 

through this process. We refereed to His word for inspiration.  

Who is our neighbor? Is it just the person living close to us? Is it 

foreigners? Is it people on the margins of society? Is it people 

who are different from us? Is it our friends? These are all im-

portant questions for us to think more deeply about as we ex-

plore some of the detriments in our quest for the Godly life?  

In the next couple of months, we will all sit to address seri-

ous issues affecting our abilities to be great neighbors? We will 

talk about chronic and persistent problems that continue to 

plague our country? We will dialogue about pragmatic ways that 

we all can help to support, love, care, and minister to those on 

the sidelines?  

In the end, we hope that we all will reflect on our Christian 

walk. We will look at ourselves in the mirror and challenge our 

own struggles and biases? We will use this journey to be great 

neighbors and continue to improve on our walk with Christ. 

Rodney  
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A Labyrinth for Trinity! 

Trinity Parish has been gifted with a labyrinth!  

What is a labyrinth, you ask? A labyrinth is an ancient 

tool for prayer and meditation consisting of a winding path that 

begins at the periphery and leads to a central space, and then 

out again by the same path. Although the words “labyrinth” and 

“maze” are often used interchangeably, their are critical differ-

ences between them. Unlike a maze, a labyrinth has no blind 

alleys are dead ends. 

A little history, please? Labyrinths have been uncovered 

by archaeologists in a variety of ancient cultures — carved into 

hillsides, etched into stone, and even painted on ceramic ves-

sels.  Some of the simplest and most ancient patterns have been 

discovered in the Mediterranean and in Celtic The.  In Christian 

history and practice, the labyrinth is most famously associated 

with Chartres Cathedral in France, where, during the 13th cen-

tury, an eleven-circuit labyrinth was inland into the floor of the 

sanctuary. It was used by believers as a way to symbolically 

participate in the great Pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  

So, how is it used in today’s world? As a tool for spiritual 

formation, the labyrinth allows us to offer up to God the reality 

of our lives, trusting in God’s immense love and grace. As a 

meditative tool, walking the labyrinth can be a time of opening 

oneself to the presence of God, without a particular “agenda” in 

mind, or it may be part of an ongoing discernment process 

which clarity for a particular question or concern is sought.  

The rhythm of walking can serve to still thoughts and is condu-

cive to prayerful contemplation.  

I’ve never seen a labyrinth, let alone walked one. How is 

it done? There are no set rules, but here are some suggestions 

for how to move into this style of contemplative worship: 

• Quieting: before entering the labyrinth, spend a few mo-

ments sitting quietly. Allow yourself to become still and 

attentive. The rhythm of your breathing can also help you 

to become quieted. 

• Journey in: when ready, step onto the labyrinth and enter 

the path. Many people pause before their first step and offer 

a prayer or intention. 

• Pace: walk as slowly or quickly as is natural. Feel free to 

pause at any time, and especially as you reach the turns in 

the path. 

• Companions along the way: if others are on the path, feel 

free to step off the path and go around or let them go 

around you. Sometimes, you will meet someone going in 

the opposite direction. Again, just walk around each other. 

You may acknowledge one another with a smile, or a touch 

as you pass. You may also maintain your inward focus by 

refraining from eye contact. The choice is yours.  

• Presence: time spent in the center of the labyrinth has been 

described as a time of seeking awareness of God’s pres-

ence, healing, and clarity. It can also be a space of self-

offering. 

• Journey out: when you are ready, begin the journey out-

ward, carrying with you any insights or blessings you have 

received.  

That’s odd, I didn’t notice a labyrinth anywhere on the 

property. Where can we find it?  Our new labyrinth is made 

of canvas and is portable. The plan is to use it in the Great Hall. 

Because it is cloth, there will be a set of procedures to follow 

before using it (for example, no shoes!).  We plan to “unveil” 

our labyrinth at our Celtic Service on Sunday, February 17, 

5pm in the Great Hall.  

Information for this article provided by Fr Paul’s pam-

phlet, “The Story of the Labyrinth,” written for St George’s, 

Riverside. 
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Vestry Happenings 

At the Vestry Retreat February 1-2, 2019 

• Appointed John Akridge to be on the Vestry.  He will 

complete the 3-year term that was open and unfilled at the 

Annual Meeting. 

• Wendy Weniger agreed to be Treasurer for another year. 

• Rodney Hume-Dawson agreed to be The People’s Warden 

(Junior Warden) for another year. 

• Hopi Reames-Hayes was appointed Vestry Clerk/Secretary. 

• Recognized that we need to reprint the budget in a format 

that is easier to read. This will be done very soon. 

• In early March Hopi will start taking pictures for a new 

directory. Hopefully all will take advantage of the 

opportunity to have a picture of your family in the 

directory. The directory is a wonderful tool to help 

congregants get to know each other. 

 

The Vestry wants to thank the following: 

• Wendy and Marc Weniger for hosting the Vestry Retreat. 

The Weniger’s home was VERY comfortable and 

accommodated the group very well. Their hospitality was 

incredible! 

• Henry Simms for his three years on the Vestry. His quiet 

voice and wisdom as well as his work on stewardship was 

most valuable. 

• Matt Marnell for his four years on the Vestry. His law 

training and knowledge was invaluable. 

• Wendy Weniger for her wonderful presentation at the 

Annual Meeting. Her explanations and clarity were VERY 

helpful. Wendy is doing a wonderful job as the Treasurer. 

• Lisa Stillwell, the director of TEPS, for her hard work and 

devotion to TEPS. Not only is she working full time as the 

director; but, she is also taking her last class to be a 

Director. Her devotion to TEPS is incredible!  

The congregation watched as a new chasuble, per-

fectly sized for Mother Liz, was blessed for her use. 

May she spend many joy-filled years blessing oth-

ers. 

“You shall make holy garments for Aaron, for glo-

ry and for beauty.  

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; let your 

people sing with joy. 

O God, you revealed your Son clothed in majesty 

and glory. Accept this chasuble for the use of 

Mother Liz, that, being clothed with humility she 

ministers to you, she may show forth his eternal 

splendor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

BOS 2003, p.210 

Mother Liz Receives a New Chasuble!  
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what beholds the eye. Issues of injustice say a lot about who we 

are as a society particularly when we fail to recognize the 

chronic patterns. It also says about the values that we hold dear 

to our hearts. Through our research on these topics, they take us 

into unimaginable and unfounded territories. Racial and 

disability studies are much more than just disabling or racial 

problems, they are more about profound issues that continue to 

plague humanity. They are an exposure of the emotional and 

psychological state of our world. Essentially, they are an eye-

opener into our souls and spiritual life.  

I  therefore want to be very clear, I came into this work 

not as a matter of choice, it was really because of my 

own lived experience with disability. I have experienced 

stigma, and I know what it feels like. I can choose to do nothing 

about what I have learned about these affairs through my 

academic and lived experience or do something to improve my 

condition and those of others. I choose to be a change agent, a 

survivor, and one who wants to learn about the profundity of 

these conflicts, and do my best to make a difference. I also 

choose to do this because I have experienced the power of 

Christ in my life, and want to share God’s Grace to others. 

When I referred to Dr. Macintosh’s story or that niceness 

was not enough in relation to how we answer the call of 

prejudice earlier, I am in no way saying that kindness is not a 

wonderful approach in the way we treat one another. In fact, we 

need a lot more kind hearted Christians in this world. As 

Christians, Jesus summons us to be warm and kind to our 

fellow human beings on a daily basis. And if we truly want to 

see how Jesus approached people who were in need of support 

and assistance, then we look no further than in today’s gospel. 

Jesus was an invited guest at a wedding. He could have showed 

less emotion or action when called on to help. After all, he was 

just a guest like everyone else.  

However, for Jesus and his mother, they were in an 

unexpected position and circumstance where an absence of 

wine would be seen as a failure of the demands of hospitality. 

Remember, this was a society where hospitality mattered. In 

this society, to run out of wine meant that the hosts were not 

hospitable. Culturally, a wedding in this society was an 

enormous celebration. Jesus had to choose whether to be just 

nice by offering just what they needed or act out of abundance 

and faith. He had to be assertive. If it were up to us, I can see 

how the story could have ended with Jesus saying, “it’s not my 

problem. I’ve got plenty of wine, what do I care if they didn’t 

plan prodigiously?” Yet, the Loving and pragmatic Jesus 

answered to the call by doing what was right and just by 

ridding people off their shame and disgrace. 

Are we that pragmatic in America today? Are we 

answering the call to support our fellow human beings in their 

quest for freedom? Do we open our arms wide to make those 

on the margins feel welcome in our country, at this time? 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the reality is as we discuss 

whether there is room in our land for more people to join in the 

American Dream, or if there is room in our society for stories 

of human suffering, pain, neglect, and abuse to come to light—-

we too, like Jesus, are entrusted with choices about how to 

approach, view, share, and manage the resources we have.  

Nelson Mandela puts it succinctly, “May our choices reflect our 

hopes, not our fears.”  

T he past Tuesday, Jan 15, 2019, would have been Dr. 

Martin Luther-King’s 90th birthday. As we gather to 

celebrate his legacy, we must ask ourselves, the difficult 

questions. Are we measuring up as a nation and as a universe to 

King’s dreams of equality, social justice, and unconditional 

love? Can we honestly say we are living our nations creed of 

liberty and justice for all? As we reflect on king’s lifework, 

there is no doubt in my mind that his enduring legacy is as 

relevant today as it was 51 years ago when he was murdered. 

King left a lasting impact that has resulted in many other key 

movements. His ideals and methods has secured social changes, 

worldwide. He fought a specific struggle with a universal 

applicability. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I must remind you that 

King’s message is still relevant in today’s America as it was in 

the civil rights era. For example, in a research on privilege and 

race the authors noted that race is a stubborn convention written 

into law, entrenched in social experiences, and entangled in 

deep and complicated ways in politics. They also add that racial 

categories are social constructs, meaning that they are man-

made, not biological. Furthermore, there are still tensions and 

divisions in our country about having a conversation or a 

dialogue on race.  

In addition, other studies reveal the racial bias in sentencing 

and rates of incarceration; in differential punishment in schools 

for children who are minorities; in the persistence of residential 

segregation and its collapsing effect in the life cycle of poor 

minorities; in how even if certain groups earn a college degree, 

they will still financially lag behind the dominant group with 

the same degree. Recent attacks on minorities and calls about 

trespassing has increased dramatically over the last couple of 

years. 

Researchers point out that the way citizens continue to 

frame issues of principles and policy will be the determining 

factor in how the racial divide continue to play out. Issues of 

equality, limited government, are not fixed variables they insist, 

but can change depending on how it is presented or argued. The 

elites and privileged in our society, thus have a monumental 
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role in abolishing some of these unending and contentious 

problems. In truth, all of us have a role to effect change. We 

can do this in the way we choose to live our lives, whether we 

choose to just be nice or walk with our sisters and brothers in 

their struggle to end the divide. As Dr. King himself so boldly 

asserts, “the ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands 

in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at 

times of challenge and controversy.”  Suffice it to say that 

knowing and learning from our history will help us with 

understanding the context of the racial divide. It will help the 

privileged and elites to be more inclusive in our dialogue when 

crafting and formulating policies that must be beneficial to all. 

I  am encouraged by a story that Bishop Curry once 

shared about his family in one of his sermons. In the 

deep south during Jim Crow, Curry’s family had moved into a 

new town. They were happy to have their own home, but some 

of the neighbors were not so welcoming. Soon after they 

arrived, their immediate next door neighbor started throwing 

garbage in the Curry’s backyard. The young Curry boys were 

upset and wanted to revenge, but they were encouraged to be 

loving and generous. The neighbor did it for many years and 

the Curry’s did nothing to harm them.  

Almost 20 or 30 years later, the next door neighbor got 

seriously sick. Mrs. Curry was an enterprising woman. She 

chose to use the garbage as fertilizer for her backyard garden. 

As soon as Mrs. Curry heard that her neighbor was sick and 

dying, she harvested some of her crops and cooked a delicious 

meal for her neighbor. She also picked some fresh flowers she 

had grown in her backyard and made a special bouquet of 

flowers. She delivered them to her neighbor who was so 

mesmerized by Mrs. Curry’s largess and asked where she had 

gotten the flowers from. Mrs. Curry said something 

remarkable. Sir, the garbage that you used to harm us, I used as 

fertilizer in my back yard garden. What you intended to use to 

harm us, I am now using a s a medium to bless you. All these 

gifts, I am delivering to you today, came from that garbage.  

If you ever doubted that there is a God, this is a story for 

you. My friends, God is real. This Christian faith is redemptive. 

In the end, Mrs. Curry knew who she was in her walk of faith. 

She did not have a spiritual crisis. She remained true to her 

faith and did not deviate from God’s plan by returning evil for 

evil. In demonstrating God’s word, she was able to change a 

neighbor that meant to harm she and her family. As Christians, 

we can walk in Mrs. Curry’s shoes, and be faithful that if we 

offer ourselves to be a voice, and an arm and a leg for the 

oppressed and disadvantaged, God will open doors of 

abundance for us as well. 

F inally, I leave you with some words of wisdom from 

Langston Hughes’ poem, “Let America be America 

Again.” 

Let America be America again 

Let it be the dream it used to be. 

Let it be the pioneer on the plain 

Seeking a home where he himself is free. 
 

Let America be the dream the dreamers dreamed 

Let it be that great strong land of love  

Where never kings connive nor tyrants scheme 

That any man be crushed by one above 
 

O, let my land be a land where liberty 

Is crowned with no false patriotic wealth 

But opportunity is real, and life is free. 

And equality is in the air we breathe. 

Amen!  

Epiphany Musings Continued from page 2  

him and told him that he would fight for Jesus. Jesus was there 

when Peter denied him three times and later asked Peter to 

continue to feed his sheep. We don’t have that opportunity in 

our lives. 

H ere is the secret though: there are times when we fall 

and are lifted up. There are times when we chide and 

are corrected. There are times when we deny and are still loved. 

In all these times, the other who helps us through those difficult 

times in a way is Jesus. As the one who loves us and teaches us 

to love, we become the embodiment of Jesus to the other. This 

is why it is important for us to know who Jesus is. Throughout 

history, there are people who embody Christ and bring us to 

God. The point of the Gospels is to tell us who this Jesus person 

is so that we can tell others. 

The Epiphany season is the time we explore these stories of 

revelation. The revelation of Jesus to the world. The point of 

this is to help us to be those people who will tell others who 

Jesus is as well. We do it through our actions. Do we follow the 

rules of the King and act as if Christ were our King? Do we 

listen to the word of God in Scripture and see Jesus as the 

Messiah? Do we experience the miracle working savior in our 

lives? If so, then we too are to show others, through our actions, 

who this Jesus person is.  
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Trinity youth began 

their first faith and 

science series 

lesson on Sunday, 

February 3. The 

pictures show them 

building a “tower of 

babel” out of play 

dough and little 

wooden sticks. The 

conversation that 

went along with 

this project asked 

questions such as, 

“Why did the 

people in Genesis 

build a tower and 

why did they fail?” 

“Could science ever 

explain the world 

so well that humans 

no longer need faith?” “What contemporary developments may be 

seen as symbolic towers in current society?” 

Faith and Science Series 

Footnotes—Trinity Youth and Families 

Celtic Service with our youth and families 
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TEPs News 

TEPs January 2019  Board Meeting Update 

Financials: 

TEPs Total Current Assets, ending December, 2019, 

$25,543.67. This total includes the remaining CD of 

$13,120.67. Part of the CD was cashed out to pay for a fire 

alarm system for the preschool. 

December’s Cash Flow statement revealed several areas 

for review:  

1) accuracy in staff clocking in and out. Lisa is working 

with her staff to tighten up duty hours.  

2) promptness in tuition payments. The board is working 

toward different payment possibilities and will send 

this on to the Vestry for approval. 

Pancake breakfasts continue to be very successful. The 

board wishes to thank the parish for their enthusiastic con-

sumption of pancakes. The money raised from the breakfasts 

go to the purchase of supplies for the school.  An assistant for 

Lisa will begin on March 4th, allowing Lisa to devote more 

time to administration.  

Enrollment: 

TEPs current enrollment (as of February 4) is 54.  

Facilities: 

Security Gate: Linda Apmadoc is still looking for bids. 

Security continues to be an issue.  

Fire alarm: still delayed because TMB (our contractor for 

installation) has not submitted a plan. Fr. Paul and Linda will 

follow up ASAP. Note: preschool enrollment can increase to 

82 after installation. 



Trinity’s Mission Statement 

“To bear witness of God’s reconciling love, to proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ,  

and to seek and serve Christ in all persons.” 
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Weekly Schedule:  

Sunday 

 8:00 a.m. Spoken Eucharist  
 10:15 a.m. Choral Eucharist 

Monday 

 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in  
St. Jerome Library 

 4:00 p.m. Adult Education 
 6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer 

Tuesday 

 7 p.m. Book Study 

Wednesday 

 11:00 a.m. Healing Service with 
Eucharist 

 4:00 p.m. Bible Study 
 4:00 p.m. St. Cecilia’s Choir 

Thursday 

 7:30 p.m. St. Dunstan Adult Choir 

Friday 

  Sabbath at Trinity 

Daily Evening Prayer 

 5:30 p.m. St. Jerome Library 

Upcoming Events  

Feb 10 Adult Ed, 9:15am 

Feb 10 Youth Group Coffee Hour, 12pm 

Feb 13 Bereavement Group, 11am Granlund’s Yucaipa 

Feb 17 Adult Ed, 9:15am 

Feb 17 Youth Group, 10:15am 

Feb 17 Celtic Service, 5pm 

Feb 18 Office Closed – Presidents’ Day 

Feb 20 Mes Aimes Singles, 5pm @ Sizzler 

Feb 24 Adult Ed, 9:15am 

Feb 24 Youth & Family Eucharist/Potluck, 5pm 

Feb 27 21Above Theology on Tap, 7pm 

Mar 3 Lenten Music Forum, 9:10am 

Mar 3 Youth Group, 10:15am 

Mar 5 Shrove Tues Pancake Supper, 5-7pm 

Mar 6 Ash Wednesday, 7am, 11am, 7:30pm Eucharists 

Mar 6 YouthHope, 1pm 

Mar 10 DAY LIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS 

Mar 10 Adult Ed, 9:15am 

Mar 10 Youth Group, 12pm 

Mar 12 Lenten Potluck/Program, 6pm 

 
Office hours Mon & Thu 9am-1pm and Tue & Wed 9-5pm. 

Messenger Next Issue: Articles due by Feb 28 for a Mar 7 printing. 


