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Trinity Episcopal Church 
The Second Sunday in Advent – Year A 

December 4, 2022 

10:00 AM 

 

The mission of Trinity Parish is to bear witness to God’s reconciling love, 

 to proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ,  

and to seek and serve Christ in all persons. 

 
The Rev. Pete Wright, Celebrant 
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Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church! 
We are blessed that you have come to worship with us today. 

Our service, based on the practice of the early church, is drawn from the Book of 
Common Prayer, the Old and New Testaments of the Holy Bible, and other sources 
approved for our use by the Episcopal Church USA. Please enjoy the drama of our 
worship, watch to see what others do, and follow this service bulletin. Sing the 
hymns, pray the prayers, and join us in celebrating God’s love for us all. 

Episcopalians consider all baptized persons to be members of Christ’s Church. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are invited to come to the Lord’s 
Table and receive the Lord Jesus Christ in the consecrated Bread (or Host) and 
Wine. 
To receive communion, accept the Host in the palm of your hand, consume it, and 
guide the chalice to your lips. For intinction (dipping the Host into the Wine), leave 
the Host in your palm for the minister. 

If you do not wish to receive communion, we invite you to come to the altar for 
God’s blessing through a priest. For a blessing, cross your arms on your chest. If 
you cannot come to the altar rail, the ministers will gladly bring communion to you 
in your pew. Just let an usher know. 

If you enjoy your time with us, consider coming back and asking about our 
ministries in the areas of worship and music, prayer, community outreach, 
women’s and men’s spirituality, communications, and Christian education. You 
may also be interested in Trinity Episcopal Preschool, which serves 30+ children of 
preschool age. 

 

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS  
AND HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

Opening Voluntary Margaret Winter, flute 
 William Robert Hodges, cello 
 Jeffrey H. Rickard, keyboard 

The Word of God 
Opening Procession Hymn 65 Bereden vag for Herran 
Throughout Advent we are returning to singing the hymns from The Hymnal 1982 
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The Lighting of the Advent Wreath (standing) Second Sunday of Advent 
 
Celebrant: “Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. 
Each candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is 
PEACE.” 
 

The candles are lit. 

Scripture: “Colossians 3:15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as  
members of one body you were called to peace.” 
 

Prayer: “Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. 
Give us grace to seek peace in our lives, peace in this community, and peace in 
the world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. Amen.” 

 
The people remain standing, the Celebrant says 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

A Bidding Prayer 
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to 
prepare ourselves to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem 
and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the 
time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his 
holy Child Jesus and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth 
with hymns and songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on 
earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for 
his Church in our country and in this city. 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the 
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not 
know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and 
with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
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And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ 
himself has taught us, saying: 

The Officiant and People say together: 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting 
life; and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us 
all. Amen. 

Congregational Hymn Hymn #53 Gottes Sohn ist kommen 
 “Once he came in blessing” 

The Lessons 
All are seated. 

Genesis 3:1-22 (Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden) 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God  
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; 
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
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leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 
you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, 
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and 
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all 
the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” To 
the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you 
shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall 
rule over you.” And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall 
not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat 
the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.” The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living. And the LORD God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, 
and clothed them. Then the LORD God said, “See, the man has become like one of 
us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also 
from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—therefore the LORD God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. He 
drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, 
and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 

Anthem 
God First Made a Fruitful Garden Alfred V. Fedak 

God first made a fruitful garden, Jesus came, the Word from heaven, 
sowed with life a barren field, growing from that special Seed, 
knew what peace and joy and beauty Bread of life to feed the hungry, 
that blest living seed would yield. satisfying ev’ry need. 
Oh, if only every soul would be such soil. Christ the promised Seed 
 Seed we see and Word we hear. 
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That same God prepared another Word eternal, word of splendor, 
Seed with pow’r to sprout and grow, word of judgment, word of grace, 
Seed of Abraham and Mary, word of wisdom, word of power, 
Seed from which all blessings flow, word of love and joy and peace, 
freely scattered over all this desert globe. word of mercy, word of pardon, 
 sow through us your words of life. 
 Jaroslav J. Vajda 

Isaiah 40:1-11 (God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption) 
 
“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All 
people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, 
the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say 
to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Congregational Hymn Hymn #67 Psalm 42 
 “Comfort, comfort ye my people” 

Isaiah 7:10-15  
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us” 
 
Again, the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 
put the LORD to the test.” Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son and shall name him Emmanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.” 
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Congregational Hymn Hymn # 56 Veni Emmanuel 
 “O come, O come Emmanuel” 
 
Micah 5:2-4 (The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem) 
 
You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. Therefore, he shall give them up until the time when she who is 
in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth. 

Anthem 
O Bethlehem Based on OI! Betleem! 
 A traditional Basque carol 
 setting, Carl Schalk 
O Bethlehem! 
See your glory shine so brightly, O Bethlehem. 
You are raise up with favor divine. 
You are chose, hours the favor, 
Chosen of God to cradle the Savior, O Bethlehem! 
 
O Bethlehem! 
How at last we see the Promised One, O Bethlehem. 
Let us give praise with joyful hearts, 
He has opened heaven before us, 
Come let us join the heavenly chorus, O Bethlehem! 

O Bethlehem! 
Soon comes the cross, the nails, the piercing, O Bethlehem. 
Then the glorious Easter morn, 
Conquering death, its bondage breaking,. 
Christ victorious, new life awaking, O Bethlehem. 

O Bethlehem! 
Now with the shepherds we, too, worship, O Bethlehem. 
He who made the heaven and earth, 
O wondrous birth, the Lord of all, 
Born a child in manger stall.  O Bethlehem! 
 Carl F. Schalk 
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Luke 1:5-25 (An angel announces to Zechariah that his wife Elizabeth will bear a son) 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. Both were righteous before God, living blamelessly 
according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no 
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once 
when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was 
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of 
the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole 
assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel 
of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw 
him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do 
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must 
never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With 
the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to 
their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that 
this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel 
replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 
speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not 
believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, 
unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” Meanwhile the people were 
waiting for Zechariah and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did 
come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in 
the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his 
time of service was ended, he went to his home. After those days his wife 
Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said, 
“This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took 
away the disgrace I have endured among my people.” 
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Canticle 16 
Benedictus Dominus Deus  Hymnal S248 
This Canticle is chanted antiphonally (conversationally) by verse beginning with the Lectern 
(Organ) side (odd-numbered verses) followed by the Pulpit (Piano) side (even-numbered verses). 
All chant Gloria Patri (verses 11 and 12) and the following Antiphon 
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Homily  The Rev. Pete Wright 

The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
 and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People - All remain standing 

Form IV 
Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
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Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 
Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality 

O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee to you 
for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give strength and skill to 
all those who minister to the sick; bring success to the measures used for their cure; 
and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our 
hearts to that heavenly wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for the Oppressed 
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with 
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon 
us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who 
spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities 
for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this 
land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
The Peace  All stand.  
The Celebrant says to the people  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Birthday and Anniversary Acknowledgements and Prayers 

Birthday Prayer - Prayer #51, BCP, p. 830 (alt.) 
Watch over your servant, O Lord, as his days increase. Bless and guide him 
wherever he may be, keeping him unspotted from the world. Strengthen him when 
he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he falls; and 
in his heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of his  
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Marriage Anniversary Prayer BCP, p. 431 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented 
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing 
upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a 
haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences on page 376 of 
The Book of Common Prayer, or with some other sentence of Scripture.  
 
Presentation Hymn Hymn 542 St. Joan 
 
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and  
wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant.  

 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
The people remain standing.  

The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says  

   The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to  
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as  
appointed. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
 

 
The people stand or kneel. 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay 
a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand 
upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 

 



 
 
 
 

17 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it 
to the people. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants 
with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep  you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

or with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 
During the ministration of Communion, hymns, psalms, or anthems may be sung. 
 
Communion Voluntary William Robert Hodges, cello 
 Jeffrey H. Rickard, keyboard 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
 
Closing Procession Hymn 59  Merton 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the Assembly 

 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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or this 
Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
or this 
Deacon  Let us go forth into the world, 
 rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Voluntary Jeffrey H. Rickard, organ 

Peace 
With eager heart and will on fire, 
I fought to win my great desire 

“Peace shall be mine,” I said; but life 
Grew bitter in the weary strife. 

My soul was tired, and my pride 
Was wounded deep: to Heaven I cried, 

“God grant me peace or I must die;” 
The dumb stars glittered no reply. 

Broken at last, I bowed my head, 
Forgetting all myself, and said, 

“Whatever comes, His will be done;” 
And in that moment peace was won. 

Henry Van Dyke 
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