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Trinity Episcopal Church 
Christmas Day – December 25, 2022 - 10:00 AM 

 
The mission of Trinity Parish is to bear witness to God’s reconciling love, 

 to proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ,  

and to seek and serve Christ in all persons. 

 
The Rev. Pete Wright, Celebrant 
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Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church! 

We are blessed that you have come to worship with us today. 

Our service, based on the practice of the early church, is drawn from the Book of 
Common Prayer, the Old and New Testaments of the Holy Bible, and other sources 
approved for our use by the Episcopal Church USA. Please enjoy the drama of our 
worship, watch to see what others do, and follow this service bulletin. Sing the 
hymns, pray the prayers, and join us in celebrating God’s love for us all. 

Episcopalians consider all baptized persons to be members of Christ’s Church. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are invited to come to the Lord’s 
Table and receive the Lord Jesus Christ in the consecrated Bread (or Host) and 
Wine. 
To receive communion, accept the Host in the palm of your hand, consume it, and 
guide the chalice to your lips. For intinction (dipping the Host into the Wine), leave 
the Host in your palm for the minister. 

If you do not wish to receive communion, we invite you to come to the altar for 
God’s blessing through a priest. For a blessing, cross your arms on your chest. If 
you cannot come to the altar rail, the ministers will gladly bring communion to you 
in your pew. Just let an usher know. 

If you enjoy your time with us, consider coming back and asking about our 
ministries in the areas of worship and music, prayer, community outreach, 
women’s and men’s spirituality, communications, and Christian education. You 
may also be interested in Trinity Episcopal Preschool, which serves 30+ children of 
preschool age. 

 
Cover Art: Medieval Mosaic  

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
 
Opening Voluntaries 
 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Wilbur Held 
  Tune: Divinum Mysterium 

 Chorale Prelude:“Der Tag, Der Is So Freundenreich” Johann Sebastian Bach 
 (“This is the Day that Is So Joyous”) Orgelbuchlein 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn   Hymn 96 
“Angels we have heard on high”  Tune: Gloria, French carol; 
   Arranged, Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958) 

1.Angels we have heard on high  3.Come to Bethlehem and see 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,  Him whose birth the angels sing; 
And the mountains in reply  Come, adore on bended knee, 
Echoing their joyous strains.  Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

2.Shepherds, why this jubilee?  4.See Him in a manger laid, 
Why your joyous strains prolong?  Whom the choirs of angels praise; 
What the gladsome tidings be  Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
Which inspire your heav’nly song?  While our hearts in love we raise. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo ! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 French carol, translated, James Chadwick (1813-1882) 

 

The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 

 The Lord be with you 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall 
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 96      Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 
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10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth. 

 

Epistle  Titus 2:11-14 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
Sequence Hymn Hymn 87, verses 1, 2 before the Gospel; 

verse 3 after the Gospel 
 Tune: Mendelssohn by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
1.Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the new born King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 

2.Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, off-spring of the Virgin’s womb, 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity. 
Pleased as man with us to dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 



 
 
 
 

6 

The Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had 
left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sequence Hymn (continued) 

3.Mild he lays his glory by born that we no more may die. 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Risen with healing in his wings, light and life to all be brings. 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 

Sermon  The Rev. Pete Wright 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows all standing 
The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
 and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  



 
 
 
 

8 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People - All remain standing 

Form IV 
Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
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Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 
Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Confession of Sin 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
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The Peace  All stand.  
The Celebrant says to the people  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Birthday and Anniversary Acknowledgements 

Birthday Prayer - Prayer #51, BCP, p. 830 (alt.) 
Watch over your servant, O Lord, as his days increase. Bless and guide him 
wherever he may be, keeping him unspotted from the world. Strengthen him when 
he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he falls; and 
in his heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of his  
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Marriage Anniversary Prayer BCP, p. 431 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented 
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing 
upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a 
haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences on page 376 of 
The Book of Common Prayer, or with some other sentence of Scripture.  

 
Offertory Anthem 

Wake, O Shepherds Jean Phillippe Rameau; 
  edited by Ronald A. Nelson 

Wake, O shepherds, hear, the story  
 of the Babe in Bethlehem. 
Angels fill the sky with glory  
 like a heavenly diadem, 
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And sing a song, loud and clear  
 of praise to the Lord of heaven, 
Father, almighty King.   
The Lord above, the Lord of love  
 has sent to the earth a Savior!   
His glory forever sing! 
 
Shepherds, up! And hasten yonder  
 to adore the King of love. 
Kneeling there in awe and wonder,  
 blend your hymns with those above, 
Refrain 

   Ronald A. Nelson 

Meg Rickard, soprano 
Margaret Winter, flute 

 
Presentation Hymn  Hymn 83, verses 1, 2, 3, 6 
 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Tune: Adeste fidelis 
  Attributed to John Francis Wade (1711-1786); 
  Setting by David Willcocks 

1. O come, all ye faithful, 3. Sing, choirs of angels, 
Joyful and triumphant, Sing in exultation 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 
Come and behold him Glory to God 
Born the King of angels: in the highest: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. Christ the Lord. 

2.God of God, 6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
Light of Light, Born this happy morning, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n; 
Very God, Word of the Father 
begotten, not created: Now in flesh appearing: 
Refrain  Refrain 
 John Francis Wade (1711-1786); 
 translated Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others 
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During this Hymn representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings 
of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant.  

 

Eucharistic Prayer A – BCP, p. 361 
The people remain standing.  

The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says  

   The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to  
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as  
appointed. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:  
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The people stand or kneel. 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay 
a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand 
upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into  
the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept 

 

 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts  
by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it 
to the people. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants 
with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

or with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

All baptized Christians regardless of age are welcome to take Communion in the 
Episcopal Church. When it is time to go forward, an usher will direct your 
row.  You may either forward to the altar rail and take the next available spot, or 
you may go to the station by the baptismal font in front of the lectern. If you go the 
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altar rail, you may kneel or stand to receive.  Everyone stands when going to the 
station. Bread and Wine will be available at both locations. When receiving the 
Bread, fold your right hand on top of your left, palms facing up, and receive the 
wafer (gluten-free wafers are available, just ask for one.) You may immediately eat 
the wafer or keep the Bread in your hand so the minister may dip it in the wine. To 
sip the wine from the chalice, guide it to your lips with your hand on the base of 
the chalice. Receiving just the bread or wine alone is considered full Communion. 
When you are done, you can return to your seat. If you are unable to come to the 
rail, please let an usher know, and we will bring Communion to you.   
 
If you or your child wishes to receive a blessing or prayer instead of communion, 
come forward to the altar rail or station and cross your arms over your chest.  
 
Solo Voluntary  
 Gesu Bambino  Pietro A. Yon 

When blossoms flowered ‘mid the  
 snows 
Upon a winter night 
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, 
The King of Love and Light. 
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, 
The grateful earth rejoiced. 
And at His blessed birth the stars 
Their exultation voiced. 
Venite adoremus, venite adoremus 
Venite adoremus, Dominum. 
O come let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord.

Again the heart with rapture glows 
To greet the holy night 
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, 
Its King of Love and Light. 
Let ev’ry voice acclaim His name, 
The grateful chorus swell, 
From paradise to earth he came 
That we with Him might dwell. 

Refrain

  Frederick H. Martens 

Meg Rickard, soprano 
Margaret Winter, flute 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A Christmas Blessing St. Hugh of Lincoln 
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in  
this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light  
of his holiness. Amen. 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill  
you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,  
give you his peace and favor. Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  Hymn 107 
 “Good Christian friends, rejoice” Tune: In dulci jubilo 
  German carol, 14th century 
  Harmonized by Charles Winfred Douglas 
  Verse 3, harmonized by Dale Wood 

1.Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

2.Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven’s door, and we are blest for evermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save. 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save. 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the Assembly 
 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
or this 
Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Voluntary 
 Noel Fanfares Charles Callahan, Op. 63 
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MUSICIANS 
Jeffrey H. Rickard, organist-choirmaster 

Meg Rickard, soprano 
Margaret Winter, flute 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, December 25th  
 

 
Family Service and YouthHope 

We are once again asking for non-perishable food items to be 
given to Family Service and YouthHope. Both are in need. 

Bring to church on Sunday or the office during office hours. 
 

Services 
January 1st, 9am  

January 4th, Healing Service, 11am 
January 5th, Epiphany Service, 7:30pm 

 
Office Closed 

Monday, December 26th  
Monday, January 2nd  

Monday, January 16th, MLK Day 
 

Annual Reports 
Annual Reports are due via email on Friday, January 13th 

 
Annual Meeting 

Annual Meeting (following the 9am service), Sunday,  
January 22nd. 
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